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^He who places himself behind the light of truth,
arising out of darkness attains bliss- He who places his
self before it, endures pain'-25 This suffering is the characteristic
of the soul when it is bound by the bond of a^ava When
the eye ceases to be preoccupied with visual objects^ it
becomes united with the 'condition' where the light as such
is perceived. When Sight in its turn points to its source,
the subtle transition takes pSace. As light and its source
are related intimately, 6c^n' and its source Siva, are also
related intimcrtely. At first the soul does not know how
the tirodh^na Sakti acts and falsely identifies itself with the
objects of the world.

When the sou! begins to investigate the source of
suffering, it comes to know that all sufferings arise due to
attachment and aversion. When the soul renounces the
sense of 'I' and 'mine' it is freed from the fetter of p^^
and becomes united with Divine grace. Tnis is becoming
one with Him and abiding in service unto Him. {ekan^ki irai
pani nirral " S^uj\^na Bodham 10th sutra). There is again a
transition from this state and the Supreme Being is disclosed
In this transition* When the soul becomes one with Him
and acts as He directs, it must transcend even the duality
of knowledge and revelation i'e./ it must not assert its
individuality, but must act as directed by the Lord- This is
technically called ^ivabhogam. The transition from the state
of union with Divine grace to that state, where Being as
the source of Divine grace is perceived, is a subtle one. At
this stage, the soul must not yi Id to the lingering effects of
pajutva. This transition is possible as a result of persistent
surrender and self-effacement on the part of the soul and
this must be followed by a life of union with Divine grace.
Umapati Sivam says that when the omniscient grace of the
Lord dawns on the soul, there will be a most natural
temptation to lay claim to ommsciynce and omnipotence-
Due to its dissociation with the bonds the soul may feel